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Flat-plate rotation is provided by the
well-engineered mount, in addition
to the usual elevation and azimuth

etfsat-H10D
assess this well thought-out and unobtrusive'5qish' dish.

Squarial for the 21st century?
Do you remember the'Squarial ' f l  at-plate satel l i te
aerial that helped to sel l  the i l l - fated Sky
competitor, BSB, nearly 20 years ago?

was incredibly hi+ech for i ts day Back then, as now, al l
domestic satel l i te systems used lhe typical dish
the plast ic frontage of a Squarial,  the LNB was driven

complex array of t iny aerials and waveguides The
worked well ,  but i t  wasn't  ready on t ime and i t  was

to produce
flat-plate satel l i te antennas are smaller, less

and more attract ive than a dish they don't  rust
But they're still far more expensive to make, which

held back their take-up
flat-plate aerial we're examining here is rectangular
than square The Selfsat-H10D (or 'Sqish'as UK

The Satel l i te Shoo cal ls i t)  is intended to be a
contemporary alternative to a satel l i te dishl

has a width of 475mm and a height of 259mm and is
partnered with satelliies that offer very high signal
th in the UK, ie the Astra 2/Eurobird constel lat ion

brings us Sky Digital and Freesat
The Korean-made dish boasts a qain of 33dB and an

ated 0 7dB universal LNB A f 169 dual-LNB version is
avai lable for users of twin-tuner PVRs, and a ouad LNB
dish is also soon to appeat priced f 189

Keyto i ts potential success is whatThe Satel l i te Shop
'SqishoflagelTake a hi-res digital photo of the area

the Sqish wil l  be mounted and the company wil l
the image onto a self-adhesive sheet and post i t  to
The sheet - UV-stable and matt in f inish can then be
onto the front of the Sqish before its mounted This

f  7\  sprv i re helnc the Saich to b lend in

Supplied with the aerial is a well  made, mult i-purpose
and bracket that al lows i t  to be mounted on a pole,

I or wall / fence Most wi l l  opt for wall  instal lat ion;
y, the arnple clearance provided by the pole

Shop is working on new hardware that wi l l  enable the
Sqish to be mounted closer to the wall

The Sqish is no more dif f icult  to erect than a standard
dish The wall bracket could be better; it's pressed outwards
to form a l ip that makes t ightening nuts (Rawlbolts and so
on) tricky because there's little clearance between the
mounting holes and the metalwork

Alignrnent is also easy In addit ion to the usual azimuth
and elevation adjustments - which are precise, with no
unwanted play - is the abi l i ty to rotate the panel This ls the

, equivalent ofthe skew adjustment found on the LNB
bracket ofconventional dishes which ensures that the
LNB's vert ical and horizontal probes are accurately al igned
with the appropriately polarised signals arr iving from the
satel l i te, thereby maximising signal transfer. In the case of
the Sqish you have to rotate more than just the LNBI The
only thing you have to be careful with is applying the
Sqishoflage Once it's on it s difficult to get offl

Performance
Using a professionalTelemann digital meter, we trained the
Sqish f irst on Hot Bird and then Astra 1 just to see what
results could be achieved In both cases we were able to
receive most of the channels

S:dlv rain rar rqcd I hp nietufes and SOund tO start
breaking up badly Ihe Satel l i te Shop says the Sqish
manufacturer wi l l  be introducing a larger (530x300mm)
model; this should improve reception of such satel l i tes But
the standard Sqish worked very well with Astra 2/Eurobid
in our South-East si te We only suffered dropouts during a
downpour - but then again, the same was true of our
reference Zone l  (43Omm) Sky minidish Those l iving in the
far North, where a larger Zone 2 (600mm) dish is needed,
should wait for the bigger model.

The Sqish is an excel leni idea, and fulf i ls i ts brief.  But i ts
not cheap The same outlay wil l  buy you three Zone 1
dishes, plus LNBs I Mart in Pipe

Product: Selfsat-H 1 0D/Sqish
Price: f149 (single LNB), fl69 (duaF
LNB), Sqishoflage service f25
Features: Discreet fl at-plate design,
universal mount, integral universal
LNB with 0.7d8 noise figure, 33dBi
gain, 475mmx259mmx74mm size,
Sqishoflage

that the Sqish protrudes signif icantly The Satel l i te
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